
Despite grim challenges from both the 
external meltdown in the capital markets 
and the internal cash flow squeeze 
on our properties caused by rising 
vacancies and deferred maintenance on 
older properties, PRI experienced some 
remarkable accomplishments in 2009. 
We celebrated our 20th anniversary with 
style and satisfaction, and CaringWorks 
bagged two notable achievements: a 
three-year Committee on Accreditation 
of Rehabilitation Facilities (“CARF 
“) accreditation and the award of a 
5-year, $1.8 million grant from the 

federal Substance 
Abuse and Mental 
Health Services 
Administration 
(“SAMHSA”). We 
executed a painful 
but necessary down-
sizing of PRISM 
and completed a 
three year Strategic 
Plan. Were it not for 
the threats posed 
by the external 
environment, we 
would be assessing 
our future with 

eager anticipation. Instead, 2010 looks 
to be yet another challenging year.

Leadership is the first attribute that 
comes to mind in assessing our success 
factors. Shelly Patton, Carol Collard, Lorri 
Mills and Bruce Gunter have been a team 
for twelve remarkable years. Our board 
of directors is similarly stocked with 
veteran, committed leaders, and many 
stepped forward to help in different 
ways, including participating in the 
lengthy strategic planning process under 
the leadership of the Board Chair, Althea 

Broughton and the incoming Board 
Chair, Carol Naughton. As to the staff, 
we welcomed Reed Marill as a much-
needed Asset Manager, even as we bid 
goodbye to Mike Wood, who served us 
so well as CFO for three years. Melanie 
Gersper’s unexpected departure paved 
the way for Sabra Johnson to step up, 
and she has done a very fine job running 
PRISM. Linda Coleman epitomized the 
progress that CaringWorks made during 
the year, as she was promoted to Clinical 
Director. Jackie Guillory assumes the 
new title of Director of Accounting, and 
Gates Dunaway was promoted to Vice 
President of PRI Development Services. 
Margaret Schuelke continues to expand 
the services of PCCI, and Barbara Aiken’s 
presence and skill are helping to move 
PRI out of our traditional shell to very 
good effect. 

PRI Development Services is our 
development arm, and Shelly Patton 
and her team had another outstanding 
year. We delivered two fabulous (the 
hyperbole is warranted) projects, 
the renovation of Welcome House in 
Atlanta and the completion of the new 
Sustainable Fellwood Apartments in 
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Savannah. There are currently four 
properties, totaling 245 units, under 
construction, including ChrisKids 
in Atlanta, the Gateway project in 
Brunswick, the new Adamsville Green 
senior housing property in Atlanta, and 
the Bradford Gwinnett Townhomes deal 
in Norcross. Entering 2010, it can be 
said that we have eight major projects 
“in the pipeline,” including the four under 
construction, almost 650 units, and our 
usual passel of new ideas.

CaringWorks better measures its scope 
of activity in terms of persons served, 
and in 2009 they served 671 non-
duplicated persons. In terms of success 
metrics, we point to an outstanding 80% 
sobriety rate among our clients coping 
with addiction recovery. It is gratifying 
to see consistent success among our 
supportive housing residents, as this 
focus is what truly sets PRI apart. 

The activities of Project Community 
Connections are three‑fold: funding 
a portion of the Gateway Services 
Center; providing funding for 16 units 
of “safe haven” housing at Hope 
House in 2010; and administering 
the area’s finest affordable housing 
locator and placement service. In 
2009, PCCI placed 329 individuals in 
quality affordable housing, utilizing 
the georgiahousingsearch.org website 
and rental assistance funding. 
Margaret Schuelke, PCCI executive 
director, spearheaded an alliance 
with One Economy, which resulted in 
the installation in Atlanta of the first 
wireless internet system in a multi-family 
affordable housing community at Seven 
Courts Apartments. 

Through our communications director, 
Barbara Aiken, PRI has moved a long 
way toward becoming a recognizable 
brand. We scored articles in the 
Atlanta Business Chronicle, the Atlanta 
Journal‑Constitution, Affordable Housing 
Finance Magazine (Shelly Patton was 
named one of the country’s “Young 
Leaders”), the Journal of Tax Credit 
Housing, and I even appeared live on 
GPB’s broadcast on the foreclosure crisis. 
With a totally redesigned website and 
newsletter, PRI can reach many with a 
very high quality product. In 2010, we 
wish to refine our contact list and hone 
our messages, paving the way, in part, 

for a planned fundraising campaign. 

The senior staff continued to provide 
leadership in the area’s affordable 
and supportive housing networks 
and forums. Carol is Vice Chair of the 
Georgia Supportive Housing Association, 
and serves as a board member for two 
other nonprofits, while Shelly continues 
to support the activities of our local 
nonprofit association, AHAND, as well 
as the larger and statewide Georgia 
Affordable Housing Coalition. She is also 
in the 2010 class of Leadership Atlanta 
and continues as co-president of the 
Women’s Affordable Housing Network. 
Bruce recently completed a two-year 

stint as chairperson of the Mixed-Income 
Communities Coalition, an advocacy and 
policy group instigated and supported 
by ANDP. Almost all of the PRI staff 
serve on other non-profit boards 
and committees.

The recently enacted strategic plan 
points PRI in a new direction, one that 
we hope and believe will result in a 
much wider network of support from 
both individuals and institutions, and a 
greatly enhanced fundraising capability. 
Facilitating both aims will be a to-be-
recruited Board of Advisors. 

We enter 2010 lean and challenged, 
but with an unwavering commitment 
to mission and to each other. While 
discussing PRI’s most important values 
during the strategic planning exercise, 
the word “persistent” came back from 
everyone. We never quit, and that 
attitude will serve us very well during 
these difficult days for we know we are 
working on behalf of people who cannot 
afford to quit either. 
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At its annual board meeting Progressive 
Redevelopment, Inc. named its new 
board officers for 2010.  

Carol Naughton, Board Chair, is 
the Vice President for Communities 
for New Community Ventures, LLC, an 
organization that serves to catalyze 
and accelerate holistic community 
revitalization around the nation. For 
the seven years prior to joining New 
Community Ventures, she served as 
the Executive Director of the East 
Lake Foundation (ELF). ELF has 
developed and is implementing a bold 
and innovative model of community 
development that is helping families 
break the cycle of poverty in the East 
Lake neighborhood of Atlanta. Carol is 
an expert in public/private partnerships 
and has crafted innovative public/
private partnerships in the housing and 
education fields. 

Prior to joining the East Lake 
Foundation, she was General 
Counsel and Deputy Executive 
Director for Legal and Nonprofit 
Affairs for The Housing Authority 
of  the City of Atlanta (AHA) 
where she served as a key 
member of the leadership 
team responsible for the 
metamorphosis of AHA from a 
failing agency in danger of a 
Federal takeover to an agency 
that is today recognized as the 
leader in the reinvention of public 

housing. She played an instrumental 
role in the revitalization of traditional 
public housing communities into 
economically viable, self-sustaining, 
mixed-income communities.

Lawrence Anderson, Vice Chair, 
began his career in Detroit, Michigan, 
specializing in real estate finance and 
property management, and also worked 
for the Housing Assistance Council 
(HAC), specializing in rural rental 
projects.  He continued his real estate 
career by joining Consumers United 
Investment Company, heading its real 
estate investment subsidiary.  In 1993, 
Mr. Anderson joined the Enterprise 
Social Investment Corporation (ESIC), 
a nationwide fund that purchases and 
syndicates Low Income Housing Tax 
Credits from for-profit and not-for-profit 
developers of affordable housing, and 
from there became the Director of the 
Enterprise Foundation Atlanta local 
office in 1994.  Under his direction, the 

Enterprise Foundation Atlanta office 
granted over $12 million in operating 
grants to Atlanta CDCs and made over 
$45 million in investments through 
the Low Income Housing Tax Credit 
Program.

Mr. Anderson now holds the position of 
Management Consultant for real estate 
development with NeighborWorks 
American Southern District.  Neighbor 
Works America is a private not for 
profit national organization  that 
works with community- based 
community development organizations, 
government agencies and the private 
section to help neighborhoods grow 
through reinvestment, development 
and education.  

Loretta J. Easton, Secretary, is 
Chief Development Partner for Julian 
LeCraw & Company, LLC.   She has 
more than 20 years of experience in 
the real estate development industry.  
Ms Easton works with the Managing 
and Regional Partners to set investment 
criteria and expand their development 
program throughout the Southeastern 
United States.   She is creating 
standardized development processes 
to ensure the successful execution of 
LeCraw new apartment developments.   
Working closely with the acquisition 
partners, architects, engineers and the 
general contractor, she is implementing 
design parameters and best practices.  

Carol Naughton

CAROL NAUGHTON NAMED CHAIRPERSON OF THE PROGRESSIVE 
REDEVELOPMENT, INC. 2010 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 



CARINGWORKS IS AWARDED SUBSTANTIAL SAMHSA GRANT

The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
is a government agency that has established a clear vision for its work -- a 
life in the community for everyone. To realize this vision, the agency has 
sharply focused its mission on building resilience and facilitating recovery 
for people with or at risk for mental or substance use disorders. SAMHSA is 

gearing all of its resources -- programs, policies and grants -- toward that outcome. 

In October, 2009 CaringWorks, Inc. was awarded a $1.8 million grant from SAMHSA to be dispersed over a five year period. The 
grant will help to aid CaringWorks in continuing their existing programs that provide quality supportive services and housing 
to individuals who are coping with one or a combination of special needs, i.e., substance dependency, mental and/or physical 
disorders. It will also help to enhance quality of care by reducing staff to client ratios. 

Implementation of the program will be overseen by Linda Coleman, CaringWorks’ Clinical Director, and Grants Administrator 
Amanda VanDalen will manage the database. 
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Before joining LeCraw, Ms Easton 
was Executive Vice President of 
Development for Lane Investment 
& Development, LLC where she 
was responsible for the day-to-
day management of the global 
development operations of the 
Partnership.    Over the thirteen 
years she was with Lane, under 
her leadership, Lane Investment & 
Development, LLC developed and 
acquired approximately $1 billion 
dollars in multifamily communities 
throughout the Southeast, including 
numerous high-profile developments in 
Atlanta, Miami and Tampa.  Ms. Easton 
was instrumental in the planning and 
construction management of new 
multifamily developments and worked 
closely with property management 
and construction in solving problems 
and managing the development/
construction process of over  
11,000 units.  

Chris Brown, Treasurer, currently 
serves as the Director of Finance and 
Treasurer of The Carter Center, Inc., a 
non-profit organization headquartered 
in Atlanta with field offices in Africa 
and Central and South America.  The 
Carter Center works in the areas 
of conflict prevention, democracy 
building and international health, and 
operates on an $88 million annual 
budget, excluding in-kind contributions 
in excess of $80 million annually.  
Mr. Brown has worked at the Center 
since 1994 and is a Certified Public 
Accountant and a member of the 
Georgia Society of CPAs.

Prior to coming to The Carter Center, 
Mr. Brown worked at Arthur Andersen 
LLP and focused primarily on the 
non-profit field.  Audit clients included 
Emory University, The Carter Center, 
the Georgia Council on Economic 
Education, Research Atlanta, Morris 

Brown College, and the Institute of 
Paper Science & Technology.  

Mr. Brown also serves on the Historic 
Fourth Ward Park Conservancy board.  
Past community service includes 
board membership with Mental Health 
America-Georgia and the Phoenix 
School.  Additional past service 
includes work with the Auditory 
Education Center and Oakhurst 
Presbyterian Church.  He grew up in 
Decatur, Georgia, and is a graduate of 
Georgetown University in Washington, 
DC.

Althea Broughton, Immediate 
Past Chair, is an attorney with the 
law firm of Arnall, Golden, Gregory, 
specializing in real estate and tax 
credits. 
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PROGRESSIVE REDEVELOPMENT, INC. CELEBRATES 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY BY NAMING HOUSING HEROES OF PAST TWO DECADES

Progressive Redevelopment, Inc and 
CaringWorks, Inc. hosted their annual 
event on Thursday, November 19, at The 
Carter Center. Since 1999, this event 
has been recognized as the premier 
forum in Atlanta for those interested 
in the development of affordable and 
supportive housing. This year the event 
celebrated PRI’s 20th anniversary. 

Stephen Paletta, successful business 
owner, philanthropist and winner of 
Oprah’s Big Give, was the featured 
speaker. Mr. Paletta spoke of his personal 
journey to philanthropy and encouraged 
organizations and individuals to use their 
successes to help others. He shared 
his belief that a spirit of giving is the 
threshold to a life of significance.

The event also featured one of the 
nation’s foremost authorities on 
affordable housing, Michael Bodaken, 

Ray Kuniansky, Bruce Gunter, Hattie Dorsey, Michael Bodaken, John Wieland

HOUSING HEROES
“We honor those whose dedication and hard work 

has significantly advanced the cause of affordable housing 
and inspired us at PRI over the past 20 years.”

BRUCE GUNTER

Frank Alexander
Lawrence Anderson
Clara Axam
Terry Ball
Woody Bartlett
Bill Bolling
Lynn Brazen
Ray Christman
Dave Dixon
Hattie Dorsey
Alison Drummond
Elise Eplan
Shirley Franklin

Ernestine Garey
Renee Glover
Jim Grauley
Young Hughley
Carol Jackson
Larry Keating
Noel Khalil
Ray Kuniansky
Kate Little
Bob Lupton
Larrie Del Martin
Maureen Mercer
Robin Meyer

Chris Morris
Carol Naughton
John O’Callaghan
Alan Patricio
Egbert Perry
David Pinson
Don Phoenix
Debi Starnes
Craig Taylor
Ron Terwilliger
John Wieland
Mtamanika Youngblood
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SEVEN COURTS CHILDREN VISITED BY SANTA

During 2009, the residents of Seven 
Courts Apartments were chosen by Rex 
Mill Middle School to be the recipients of 
a holiday service project at the school. 
Several of the residents at Seven Courts 
were actually homeless a year ago this 
past December and were moved into 
the community just before the holidays 
under the Permanent Supportive 
Housing Program with subsidies funded 
by the Atlanta Housing Authority. It 
was determined that these families, 
especially those with children, would be 
a logical choice to receive the benefit 
of the Rex Mill “Changing Lives… One 
Gift at a Time” Program. And so, on 
December 21st, Santa visited the 
children of Seven Courts at the PRI Hope 
House facility to distribute the many gifts 
donated by the generous students at 
Rex Mill Middle School.

A party complete with decorations, 
lunch, cookies, lots of wrapped packages 
and a very jolly Santa greeted 
the children as they entered. 
Each family received multiple 
gifts picked specifically for each 
family member, as well as a 
picture session with Santa. 

The celebration which lasted 
several hours, was enjoyed by 
all who attended. The children 
left in high spirits with their new 
gifts in tow. One little boy who 
was barely two had his arms 
wrapped around a basketball 
and was saying “ball, ball.” 
with a smile that would light up 
anyone’s Christmas tree.

PRI and CaringWorks are 
very grateful to Sam West, 
Advisor for the Young 
Men of Distinction at Rex 
Mill Middle School, who 
headed up this project and 
to Dr. Cassandra Hopkins, 
principal of Rex Mill Middle 
School. CaringWorks staff 
who worked very hard 
to put the party together 
were Wanda Rainey Reed, 
Nadine Oldham, Amanda 
VanDalen and Kenneth McCullough 
along with Vincent Wilson of the 
Hope House kitchen staff. Relatives 
of PRI were also in attendance, with 
Santa played by Billy Spruell, local 
Atlanta attorney and husband of PRI 
Director of Communications, Barbara 
Aiken. Elves who helped Santa were 
Stevie Alexander, daughter of Nadine 
Oldham, and Lindsey Aiken, Barbara’s 
granddaughter. 




