DATE:  November 20,  2009
PROGRESSIVE REDEVELOPMENT, INC. CELEBRATES 20TH ANNIVERSARY BY NAMING HOUSING HEROES OF PAST TWO DECADES
Progressive Redevelopment, Inc and CaringWorks, Inc. hosted their annual event on Thursday, November 19th at The Carter Center.  Since 1999, this annual event has been recognized as the premier forum in Atlanta for those interested in the development of affordable and supportive housing.

This year the event highlighted PRI’s 20th anniversary and honored the “Housing Heroes” who have made a difference in affordable housing in Atlanta over the last 20 years.
Stephen Paletta, successful business owner, philanthropist and winner of Oprah’s Big Give, was the featured speaker. Mr. Paletta talked of his personal journey to philanthropy and encouraged organizations and individuals to use their successes to help others. He shared his belief that a spirit of giving is the threshold to a life of significance.    
.  

This year’s event also featured one of the nation’s foremost authorities on affordable housing, Michael Bodaken, President of the National Housing Trust, who gave an update on current economic conditions as well as his view of what lies ahead on the affordable housing horizon.
Richard Lui, news anchor for HLN, served as Master of Ceremonies.

A video highlighting PRI’s work over two decades and a presentation to the 38 community leaders who PRI designated as  housing heroes were the high spots of the evening. Bruce Gunter, President and CEO of PRI, said that the housing heroes were those whose dedication and hard work significantly advanced the cause of affordable housing and were an inspiration to PRI    These honorees included, Noel Khalil, Chairman and CEO of Columbia Residential, John O’Callaghan, President and CEO of Atlanta Neighborhood Development Partnership, John Wieland, CEO of John Wieland Homes and Neighborhoods, Egbert Perry, Chairman and CEO of The Integral Group, Clara Axam, Atlanta Office Director of Enterprise Community Partners and many more. 

Bill Bolling, founder and CEO of the Atlanta Community Food Bank (a Housing Hero), raised a glass of champagne giving thanks to PRI for bringing the housing community together. He said, “This is the day when we come and celebrate our work together.  This is not easy work.”

Progressive Redevelopment, Inc. (PRI) is the leading nonprofit developer and owner of affordable housing in Georgia. Co-founded in 1989 by its current president, Bruce Gunter, PRI is committed to revitalizing communities by increasing housing opportunities for all citizens. The company works in partnership with other public, private, for-profit and nonprofit entities to finance, construct and manage quality affordable housing. 
